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The following report is being submitted pursuant to the mandate in resolution AG/RES. 2445 (XXXIX-O/09) “Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions.”

a.
Status of Signatures:

As of December 3, 2009, twenty (20) member states have signed the Convention and thirteen (13) states have deposited their instruments of ratification or accession.

It will be recalled that Canada was the first state to deposit its instrument of ratification or accession, having done so in October 1999, and the Dominican Republic was the last state to do so—this past July 17.

The update on the status of signatures and ratifications and/or accessions, presented by the Department of International Law of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs (CITAAC/CEP/doc.3/09 corr. 1) was distributed in the room.

b.
Ratifications of the Convention:

As of December 3, 2009, thirteen (13) member states have deposited their instruments of ratification and/or accession to the Convention, namely: Argentina, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Nicaragua, Paraguay, Peru, Uruguay, and the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela.

Document (CITAAC/CEP/doc.3/09 corr. 1) contains the status of signatures and ratifications and/or accessions presented by the Department of International Law of the Secretariat for Legal Affairs.

c.
Fulfillment of Articles III and IV of the Convention:


Since 2000, the General Secretariat has received twenty two (22) annual reports and notifications from states in keeping with their obligations under Articles III and IV of the Convention, as reflected in document CITAAC/CEP/doc.6/09 distributed in the room:

Argentina:
(2)
CP/CSH-920/07 add. 1, CP/CSH-1127/09

Bahamas:
(1)
CP/CSH-1023/08

Brazil:

(3)
CP/CSH-1058/09, CP/CSH-1133/09, CP/CSH-1138/09

Canada:
(4)
CP/CSH-322/00, CP/CSH-413/01, CP/CSH-723/05, CP/CSH-1149/09

Chile:

(8)
CP/CSH-779/06, CP/CSH-779/06 -a corr. 1, CP/CSH-779/06 -b corr. 1, CP/CSH-920/07, CP/CSH-1150/09, CP/CSH-1023/08 add. 1, CP/CSH-1061/09, CP/CSH-1061/09 add. 1

Paraguay:
(2)
CP/CSH-920/07 add. 2, CP/CSH-1127/09 add. 1

Peru:

(1)
CP/CSH-1113/09

Uruguay:
(1)
CP/CSH-779/06 add. 1

Six (6) of them are states parties that submitted their annual on conventional weapons imports and exports in 2009: Argentina, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Paraguay, and Peru. 

d.
National Points of Contact (States Parties)

The Secretariat for Multidimensional Security (SMS) wrote to the member states asking them to notify the General Secretariat about national points of contact for the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions.  According to document CITAAC/CEP/doc.5/09 corr. 1, updated information on national points of contact received to date has come from the following six (6) countries: Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Paraguay, and Peru.

e.
Steps to improve reporting


The Secretariat for Multidimensional Security is considering some United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs mechanisms, in terms of the states reporting and registering to be able to submit recommendations that can be used by states parties to the Convention and in turn, to facilitate the response by each.


The SMS has also initiated contacts with the Department of Information and Technology Services to explore the possibility of using the General Secretariat technology and infrastructure to facilitate reporting by countries so requiring.

f.
Promoting universal application of the Convention

In December 2008, the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security sent letters inviting member states that were not party to the Convention to consider acceding to and ratifying same. Letters were also sent inviting those member states that had signed the Convention to consider ratifying it if they had not yet done so.


The SMS has drafted a proposal to organize a seminar on the challenge of comprehensive disarmament education for the Americas, to explore inter alia, paradigms for disarmament and nonproliferation in the irresponsible use of conventional weapons in order to extend the scope of the Convention.  Since the issue of resources is an important factor for the seminar, the proposal is being submitted to potential donors for implementation.  The SMS will continue its efforts to promote the Convention and to secure a wide-spread response as well as the accession of countries that have not yet acceded thereto.


g.
Database of Annual Reports

The updating and publication of reports and notifications submitted by member states pursuant to General Assembly resolutions on hemispheric security was completed. These included, among others, reports on the implementation of confidence- and security-building measures; on the Inter-American Convention on Transparency in Conventional Weapons Acquisitions; and notifications on points of contact for the Convention.  In some case, reports dating back to 1996, which were deposited with the Columbus Memorial Library in hard copy, had to be digitalized, for which the Library’s collaboration is appreciated.  In conclusion, as soon as they are catalogued by the Committee Secretary, all reports and notifications, past and present, are posted on the OAS website through the website of the Committee on Hemispheric Security and the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security, thus facilitating access to them by the general public.  It is worth noting, as indicated before, that this was a joint effort of the Secretariat for Multidimensional Security and the Inter-American Defense Board.
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